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President’s Message 
We hope you enjoyed reading about the history of the 160th Lans-
downe Fair in our last newsletter. This edition explores a variety of 
topics. Our theme for the next edition is “Immigration” and we en-
courage you to contribute your family’s story. We were all very ex-
cited that the Ontario Library Association presented its  “Archival 
and Preservation Achievement Award 2025” to our LTI Archives. 
Please check out our website and the Facebook pages of  Leeds & 
Thousand Islands Historical Society (brand new), Friends of Spring-
field House Complex, and LTI Archives. 

We are grateful to Glennda Olivier for her many years of service as 
our President. As a proud founding member of our organization, she 
continues on the board and working for us. She has spear-headed 
the arrangements for our 30th Anniversary CELEBRATION CRUISE 
along the St. Lawrence River in June. 

Thank you for renewing your membership and for your valued support.  Wilhelmina  

Upcoming Events 

Mon March 17, 7:30 pm GM/Presentation: Karen Wand - Lansdowne Community Building 
“Boatbuilders of the Thousand Islands, Emphasis on Lansdowne area builders” 
 

Tues April 22, 7:30 pm GM/Presentation: Brian Porter - Lansdowne United Church 
 The “Royal Trio” on the St. Lawrence River 
 

Tues May 20, 7:30 pm GM/Presentation: Jody Pilon – Lansdowne United Church 
“Les Filles du Roi as Essential Figures in Canadian History” 
 

Sat June 21, 6:15 pm  - 30th Anniversary Cruise  - Rockport Boat Lines 

Cover Photo:  LTI Archives 2013-021-188 Kenwood, Wilhelmina’s photo, D. Dorey 
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from Jan 1994 First Newsletter [Editor, Andrew Graham]  Article by Bill Boulton 
 
"We've come a long way, baby." was a catch phrase of the '80's. Perhaps we could borrow it to describe the 
path of  the Historical Society from the evening in August 1991 when seven of us met around a table at the 
Golden Apple to discuss a common interest. 
In January 1992, we received assistance from the Front of Leeds and Lansdowne Council to form a historical 
society. Their support has been constant over the two years, especially in providing working space for our  
projects. At our first meeting in May 1993, we did not have enough people present to form a full executive. 
However, our display at the Lansdowne Fair brought out much interest and material. We sponsored five 
programmes during the 1992-93 season. Membership rose to over 60.  We have been fortunate to receive two 
grants from Environment Canada through their heritage programme. Under a grant from the Ontario Ministry 
of Culture, we were able to employ Lisa Thompson for eight weeks this past summer. She completed four  
major research projects. Hilary-Anne Hamilton will continue to work for us until mid-March under an  
Unemployment Insurance Programme 25. She has catalogued our growing collection of material, and is also 
collecting information on schools and churches. 
This year we have a full executive, have accepted a constitution and applied for incorporation through the On-
tario Historical Society. Again we have planned what will be an interesting series of meetings. This newsletter 
is another first which we hope to continue on a regular basis. 
So, truly, we have come a long way. 

Continued on page 6 

  OUR 30th YEAR Celebration   
Join us on a fun-filled evening River Cruise. “Music, Light Buffet, Cash Bar, & Narration by our    
Captain Janet Gaylord”  Boarding at 6:15 pm in Rockport. $50 per person. More details and 
tickets available soon. 
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Municipal Heritage Committee,  within the guidelines of the Ontario Heritage Act, it 
provides advice and recommendations to Council regarding the conservation, education and promotion 
of the Township's cultural heritage resources.  Cultural heritage includes: archaeological sites, cemeteries 
and burial places, landscapes, natural areas, streetscapes, structures.  The committee is composed of 5 
appointed citizen volunteers, 2 Councillors, 1 staff member (Planning Department), with the Township 
clerk as Recording Secretary. It meets publicly four times a year and as needed. 
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Municipal Heritage Properties Register  a publicly accessible document of   
properties that are of recognized or potential cultural heritage value or interest. It includes the following 
types of municipal, provincial, federal, and international heritage protection (June 2023) : 

81 properties with ‘listed’ cultural heritage status (Section 27 of the Ontario Heritage Act); 
17 properties designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act; 
1 site designated by ICOMOS as an UNESCO World Heritage Site, National Historic Site and       

Canadian Heritage River; 
3 properties with Provincial Significance; 
1 property with a Provincial Easement; 
2 properties containing a recognized Federal Heritage Building; and 
1 property with Provincial Significance and designated as a National Historic Site 

 
                                                                                       https://www.leeds1000islands.ca/en/resources/Heritage-Register.pdf 

https://www.leeds1000islands.ca/en/resources/Heritage-Register.pdf
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      Carol & Alan Lindsay June 3, 2000 Boat Cruise, Our Society along with Gananoque HS 

Bruce Foley, with sign erected 

by F.O.L.L. Historical Society 

Glennda Olivier & Bill B.  2004 

Freda White, 1995, dedication 

of Warren microfilm reader 
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May 2009, Donnie Dorey and Alban Moorhead, 
trip to Perth with Gananoque Historical Society 

Sept 2008, Bill thanks Stephen Heaton 
who spoke on the demise of St. Law-
rence Lighthouse Keepers Home 
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LTI Archives 
Where We Are Today… 
 

In the 60-foot trailer waiting for restoration 
to begin on the Town Hall heritage building 
that is part of Springfield House Complex. 
Starting in spring 2025, the hall structure 
will be conserved, with new mechanical 
systems added and the work space  and 
archival storage capability vastly improved.  

Leeds and The Thousand Islands Archives are Here for YOU!    
 

The Leeds & 1000 Islands Archives exists to ensure that the history of the Township is 
documented.  Every family has some record of their part in that history. Please do not let it 
be lost. When moving, downsizing, or settling estates remember that we accept all manner 
of historical documents for safekeeping.  We welcome photos, diaries, memoirs, family 
histories, school records, letters, business & farm records, etc. Even billheads tell a story. 

If you still want to keep the originals in-the-family, consider loaning your significant items to 
LTI Archives to be scanned. We’ll treat this as a digital donation. 

Visit ltiarchives.ca and search our online catalogue to get a sense of what is already in our 

collection. Be sure to check out the i icon for more about us.  

The Archives are OPEN every THURSDAY from 1:00 - 8:00 pm, or by appointment. 
 

To make an appointment for research or to discuss donations: 
email  archivist@ltiarchives.ca 
613-659-3800 (Thursdays) 
Pierre Mercier:  613-329-1343 
Archives Team: Art Shaw, Donnie Dorey, James Saynor, Keith Sly, Pierre Mercier 
Administered by the TLTI Library. We appreciate the support of Cindy, Angela, & staff. 

https://ltiarchives.ca
mailto:archivist@ltiarchives.ca
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OLA Award shared by the Township, the Library, 

LTI Historical Society, & the Archives volunteers 

Library CEO Cindy Code, Pierre, Mayor Corinna 

Smith-Gatcke, LTIHS President Wilhelmina Lacelle 

Archivist Pierre Mercier, Mayor Smith-Gatcke,  

past Library Board Chair Brenda Lolley             

           award photo above thanks to R. Burtch                 

     

Archives Team: Yolande LaPointe, Anne Hunt,   

Art Shaw, Donnie Dorey, James Saynor, Pierre, 

Keith Sly              group photos thanks to B. Phillips 
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1870 
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THEN & NOW 

Egg Grading Station                                         King  St. W, Lansdowne, 2024                                                         

LTI Archives 2016-012-039               
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Last fall,  the LTI Historical Society participated in our Library’s 
reading program by displaying 2 stars in plain sight:  one on the 
Railway Heritage sign on Grand Trunk Avenue and the other in an 
upper window of the former Town Hall, thanks to Freshmart man-
agement. Did you happen to notice them? 

Condolences:  Somani 
We are saddened to acknowledge the passing of Izzy 
(Nov 16) & Anoor (Dec 24, 2024) Somani, proprietors of 
the Lucky Dollar Store, Lansdowne; long-time supporters 
of the Historical Society. In 2006 they graciously provided 

the side of their building for the GTR Station mural. 

Condolences to Aqeela and the family. 
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Guy Larocque, second row & second left, re-en- 

acting; 1st Sgt, 7th Illinois Co H Infantry, Florida 

Nathalie Perron, kitchen is ready. She hand  

sewed reproduction flag in the picture to the left. 

“The Participation of Canadians in the 
 American Civil War …”  by Guy Larocque  
  Excerpts from a 14-page article which can be found at ltihistoricalsociety.org 

  under Projects 
 

The Canadians that went on to join the fight  

Why did they take part in the fighting?  Looking for adventure, to join the fight 
against slavery, for monetary gain or in search of a better life abroad.......  These 
are just a few reasons that may have led Canadians to join the conflict.  

How many Canadians were in the battle?  This is a much more difficult question to 
answer.  Indeed, numbers from 40,000 to 60,000 (20,000 were French-Canadians) 
have been claimed, but the reality is that no official registries were maintained.   

What we do know is that the majority of those who participated did so under the 
flag of the Union.  It is also known that approximately 37,000 Canadians were al-
ready working in New England before the outbreak of hostilities, which gave them 
an incentive to join.  In addition, during the war, recruiters travelled through Cana-
da, offering monetary bounties to those who signed a contract2. 

In some cases, recruiters used excessive tactics.  The newspapers of the time dis-
played  articles regarding the disappearance of young men who, under the influence 
of drugs or alcohol, did sign a recruitment contract.  It is also reported that men 
were attacked and transported to the US unconscious to be conscripted into the ar-
my of the Union3.  Some parish’s registers mention names of parishioners who left 
to join the American war.  The priests of the time addressed this problem "Settlers 
leaving the colony" during their sermons.   

It should also be noted, that official records indicate that, three Canadians reached 
the rank of General and that 29 received the Medal of Honor, the highest American 
honor. 

------------------------------------ pg 7 
2  $402.00 in case of the 2nd Michigan.  
3 La Minerve, 6 décembre 1863 ; Le Canadien, 15 mars 1865 
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INSCRIPTION:  DAVID / SON OF / JAMES & MARGARET / FER-
GUSON / DIED AT / THE BATTLE OF / WELDON RAILROAD. / 
AUG. 21. 1864. / AGED 25 YEARS. / HE DIED / AT HIS POST 
There is a findagrave memorial 75940770 for  David Furgeson, 
no headstone picture. Originally buried at Blick's Farm, reburied 
in 1866 at Poplar Grove National Cemetery Plot 1243, Petersburg, 
Virginia. A database for the cemetery shows Ferguson or Furger-
son Company H, 1st Regt NY Light Artillery 
1861 Census – shown as a labourer living w parents & 8 siblings. 
Log home built in 1849. 
 
George Shipman (son of David & Elizabeth) died at Hilton Head 
in US Civil War. Noted by Alan Lindsay in Newsletter #36/2011. 
No other details.                                    Research:  J. Saynor 

 

Local Participants 

 Caintown Cemetery 

  Image: S. Hackett 

LTI Archives 

 2011-036-31  

Public Domain photos 

found on-line [J. Saynor] 
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https://adamarenson.com/crossing-the-border-after-the-underground-railroad-the-emancipation-generation-of-

african-north-americans-in-the-united-states-and-canada-1860s-1930s/canadian-born-members-of-the-us-military

-during-the-civil-war/ 

“Many Black Canadians can trace their family roots to Loyalists who emigrated North in 
the 1780s after the American Revolutionary War. American slaves had been offered 
freedom and land if they agreed to fight in the British cause and thousands seized this 
opportunity to build a new life in British North America.”   Many of them and their de-
scendants were then part of military service in 1812, 1837,  and 1863.   

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/people-and-stories/black-canadians#01     Research J. Saynor 

* 

* official 1863 term for Black troops led by White officers 

https://adamarenson.com/crossing-the-border-after-the-underground-railroad-the-emancipation-generation-of-african-north-americans-in-the-united-states-and-canada-1860s-1930s/canadian-born-members-of-the-us-military-during-the-civil-war/
https://adamarenson.com/crossing-the-border-after-the-underground-railroad-the-emancipation-generation-of-african-north-americans-in-the-united-states-and-canada-1860s-1930s/canadian-born-members-of-the-us-military-during-the-civil-war/
https://adamarenson.com/crossing-the-border-after-the-underground-railroad-the-emancipation-generation-of-african-north-americans-in-the-united-states-and-canada-1860s-1930s/canadian-born-members-of-the-us-military-during-the-civil-war/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/people-and-stories/black-canadians#01
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There are approximately 50 signs, described in 

Newsletter #55 Fall/Winter 2023. They were 

placed   by  the   Township, the provincial and 

federal governments, our historical society and 

other community groups. They can’t all be 

shown here but their location can be found 

on an interactive MyGoogle Map at 

                        https://ltihistoricalsociety.org 

Heritage Interpretive 

Signs  in the Township 

Text of the bilingual plaque installed  27 Nov 2008, by the Ontario Heritage 
Trust and the Chatham-Kent Black Historical Society at the W.I.S.H. Centre 
in Chatham, Ontario. Abbott is the first name in the chart, pg 17. 

https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/pages/programs/provincial-plaque-program/
provincial-plaque-background-papers/dr-anderson-ruffin-abbott 

Dr. Abbott, 1900 

Toronto PL Archives 

MSS-S90-PHOALB-027 

Editor’s Note:  Research suggests there were about 
36 Black individuals in our area in 1861.  More in the 
next newsletter. AND if you have more information 
on local participants in the U.S. Civil War, we’d be 
happy to receive it.   

https://ltihistoricalsociety.org
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/pages/programs/provincial-plaque-program/provincial-plaque-background-papers/dr-anderson-ruffin-abbott
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/pages/programs/provincial-plaque-program/provincial-plaque-background-papers/dr-anderson-ruffin-abbott
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J. Brooker & Hutchinson/Hutchison Connections 

      Photo thanks T. Sanburn                  Wallings 1861 map segment                   from LTI Archives        T. S. 

Richard & Mary (Brooker) Moxley bought the J Brooker house pictured  

above in 1866. 
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Members  
2024-2025 

Anderson, Wayne 

Antoine, Kathi 

Baldock, Dan 

Bickerton, Doug 

Bouillon, Mary 

Boyd, Elizabeth 

Bradley, Betty 

Bryan, Elaine 

Burns, Don & Pat 

Burns, Connie 

Burns, Joan 

Burtch, Elizabeth 

Burtch, Kathleen 

Burtch, Robert & 
            Stephen Heaton 
Cave, Nelson 

Chisamore, Margaret 

Chown, Jane 

Clark, Shirley 

Cockerline, Glenn 

Cornett, Mary Joan 

Cross, Heather 

Cullen, Sandra 

Cunningham, Chris 

Cyr, Linda 

Daigle, Betty Lee-Daigle 
                     & Francois 
Day, David & Marie 

Dempsey, Donna & Clark 

Doak, Robert 

Donevan, Louise 

Dorey, Donnie & Gerry 

Dorey, Mark 

Dunbar, George 

Elliot, Robert 

Fodey, Terry & Femia 

Foley, Bob 

Foley, Bruce & Joan 

Foley, Donna 

Gaylord, Janet & Dan 

Gemmell, John 

Gibbins, Bob 

Gibbins, Chris 

 

Gilbert, Doug 

Goddard, Elizabeth 

Graczol, Margaret 

Graham. Katherine 

Grebby, John & Marie 

Grier, Ross 

Griffin, Robert 

Handa-Peters Cheryl 

Hawkins, Tim 

Heddon, Amy 

Hewitt, Nattanya 

Hoefel, Anne 

Hunt, Anne 

Jackson, Andrew 

Johnston, Jean 

Kaiser, Margaret 

Kaiser, Wilhelmina 

Kenny, Colette 

Kelman, Angela 

Lacelle, Wilhelmina & 
                            David  
Lamont, Ron & Diane 

Langton, Jim 

LaPointe, Yolande 

Larocque, Guy & 
              Nathalie Perron 
Létourneau, Marcus 

Lem, Neila 

Lolley, Brenda & James 

Lynch, Patti 

Mabee, Keith 

MacKenzie, Wanda 

Mackintosh, Blu 

Macklem, Katherine 

MacLeod, John & Marion 

Mallory, Glenna 

Mallory, Linda 

Matthew, Mary Ellen & 
                             Doug 
McCrady, Earl 

McDonald, Blair 

McDougall, Marilyn 

Mercier, Pierre 

Merkley, Wendy 

Miller, Margot 

Miller, Steve & Pam 

 

 

Moorhead, Lorne 

Moran, Terry 

Mullen, Andy & Toni 

Murchie, Dan 

Nalon, John & Barbara 

Nash, Christine 

Nuttall, Ben & Hilda 

Nuttall, Jay 

Nuttall, Linda & 
            Mark Chojnacki 
O'Connor, Michael 

O’Grady, Chris 

Offord, Hoss & Sandi 

Olivier, Donna & 
  Steve Wells 
Olivier, Glennda & Bob 

Page, Steve 

Peck, Gary 

Petrie, Kathy 

Piche, Noelle 

Reid, Dennis 

Roantree, Dan 

Robertson, Mary Reid 

Rogers, Patricia Q. 

Running, Murray & Diane 

Saynor, James & 
                  Ellen Fibison 
Scharf, Myrna 

Schijns, Marlene 

Shaver, Carol 

Shaw, Art 

Shields, Jacqueline 

Shire, Dan & Karen 

Sly, Keith 

Smid, Sally 

Smith, Susan W. 

Smith-Gatcke, Corrinna 

Sorensen, John & Molly 

Tedford, Roger & Connie 

Thorburn, Jon 

Truesdell, Leslie 

Vanwalraven, Nick 

Veenstra, Tracey 

Warburton, Kathleen 

Warren, George & Bette 

Warren, Glenn 

 

 

Webster, Beatrice 

Webster, George & 
                     Rebecca 
Webster, Jean 

Wells, Dave & Sandra 

Westendorp, Joe & 
                          Claire 
Yung, Caroline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lifetime Members 
 

Mabee, Carl & Nancy 

Phillips, Brian & Dianne 

 

 

Honourary Members 
 

Boulton, William 

Hewitt, Ted & Pat 

Lindsay, Alan  

White, Freda 

 

Corporate Members 
 

FoxRun By the River 
 Retirement Home 
Horton Homestead 
 Maple Syrup 
Lansdowne Agricultural 
  Society 
Lucky Dollar Store               

Sara’s Boho Vintage 

Todd Grier Excavating 

  

 


